HATFIELD

Hatfield House remains to-day as it was in Salisbury's time.
It was built just before the Age of Inigo Jones and Palladian
architecture. Both in its exterior design and in the rich carv-
ings of its staircases, chimney pieces and hall-screens, it re-
presents the final flowering of the Jacobean style. Within, it
is a treasury of famous portraits, State papers of priceless value
to the historian, furniture and armour. But it is the beauty
of the gardens, the Parterre, the Vineyard, the Maze, the
garden of perfumes, that is its greatest charm. It is they
which seem to have made the greatest impression on Pepys on
his visit to Hatfield in 1661. He noted in his Diary that he
arrived about noon, ' and walked all alone to the Vineyard,
which is now a very beautiful place again ; and coming back
I met with Mr. Looker, my Lord's gardener, who showed me
the house, the chappel with brave pictures, and, above all the
gardens, such as I never saw in all my life ; nor so good
flowers, nor so good gooseburys, as big as nutmegs,'
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